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What is ARE Digital Newspaper?
The words “Climate Change” have been around and
discussed for decades now! But do we really know the
meaning of Climate Change? Do we really understand what
are its repercussions? Do we really understand what will
happen if we do not act now to mitigate the effects of climate
change? The answer really is NO! Most of us are not aware of
what really climate change means and what impact it will
have not only on us humans but also on our ecosystems!
We, therefore, at Energy Swaraj Foundation have launched
our passionate initiative of “Actions for Restoring
Environment – Are you taking enough actions?” since March
2022- a climate newspaper as a part of creating an awareness
campaign! It will bring climate-related news and events to the
general public to make them aware of the catastrophic climate
change.
This issue is based on the widespread heatwaves that have
been looming over the world. We also bring to you the latest
climate news that has shaken humanity to the core. This issue
will also focus on the actions undertaken by governments and
communities to mitigate climate change.

What are Heatwaves and their impact?
There are two ways of understanding heat
waves. Qualitatively, a heatwave is a
condition of air temperature which
becomes fatal to the human body, while
quantitatively, it is defined based on the
temperature thresholds over a region in
terms of actual temperature or its
departure from normal. Heatwaves in India
occur from March to June and in some rare
cases even in July. The peak month of the
heatwave over India in May.
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Do you feel this summer hotter this time?
Let each one of us ask ourselves one
thing - is this summer feel hotter
than the previous one? This is just
not a feeling, this is a reality.
Summers this season has broken all
the records.
March 2022 also was the 46th
consecutive March and the 447th
consecutive month with temperatures
above the 20th-century average. March
2022 was the fifth-warmest
March in the global climate record and Asia had its
ninth-warmest March to date. In fact in India, The
average maximum temperature of 33.10 degrees
Celsius was recorded in March 2022, making it to be
the highest ever in the last 122 years since 1901.
The month of April is not so different. Entire
Northern India burnt with the heatwaves. Places like
Gurgaon, Lucknow, Allahabad, and Chandigarh have
seen new highs in April. Banda district in Uttar
Pradesh recorded 47.4 degrees and almost 400 km
away Dholpur district in Rajasthan, hit 47.3 on April
29. Parts of Delhi and Gurgaon were around 46
degrees. The rainfall in this area is 87 percent less
than the normal for March and April.
There were more than 300 large forest fires reported
at the end of April, almost a third in just Uttarakhand.
For the record, the Banda district was the hottest
place on the Earth!
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Climate crisis <--> Coal Crisis
Climate Crisis ensues coal crisis
The climate crisis is threatening the very engine of
the economy by ensuing the coal crisis. Due to the
heatwaves in India, the demand for electricity thus,
resulting in the coal crisis. Many thermal power
plants that supply India’s electricity are running low
on coal stock. Coal reserves at India's power plants
have declined almost 17 percent since the start of
April 2022.
In 2022, the energy demand increased to 132 (billion
units) BU per month from 106.6 BU per month in
2019. The power minister of Punjab claimed that the
demand for electricity has risen by 40% while Bihar's
Power Minister has said that there is an electricity
shortfall of 1,000 MW.
Coal cannot be a long-term solution for meeting
electricity demands!
We need
electricity!
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Climate Impacts in Numbers for India
A decline of 30-40% in work
performance
is
projected
over India by the end of the
century, due to projected
elevated heat stress levels
Glacial retreat in the Hindu
Kush
Himalayas,
compounding the effects of
sea-level rise, intense tropical
cyclones leading to flooding,
and an erratic monsoon are
all likely to impact India
By the turn of the century,
the economic costs of climate
impacts in India are likely to
be 3-10% of GDP.
Source: Climate Transparency Report
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How to tackle heatwaves?
The Indian Government has established a national
framework for heat action plans through the National
Disaster Management Authority which coordinates a
network of state disaster response agencies and city
leaders, to prepare for soaring temperatures and
ensure that everyone is aware of heatwave protocols.
These heatwaves are affecting more than a billion
people across the country. The city of Ahmedabad in
India was the first South Asian city to develop and
implement a city-wide heat health adaptation, in 2013,
after experiencing a devastating heatwave in 2010.
Looking at the success of these heatwave combating
approaches, it has then been expanded to 23
heatwave-prone states and serves to protect more than
130 cities and districts.

ENERGY SWARAJ
FOUNDATION

PAGE 06

Renewables as the way forward
India’s renewable energy in the 5-year trends has
increased
considerably.
It
has
increased
by
approximately 46%, which is almost double of the
increase in the G20 average.
For each kilowatt-hour of electricity, 708.2 g of CO2
are emitted in India. This is well above the G20
average of 426.8 gCO2, reflecting the high share of
coal in power generation. Emission intensity of power
generation in India has dropped by 8.9% over the last
five years, which is a slower rate of reduction
compared with the G20 rate of 12.3%. Enerdata, 2021

Share of renewables in power generation
(incl. large hydro in 2020)

Share of renewables in
power generation :
5-year trend (2015 -2020)

22.6% 28.7%

+45.76%
India

+24.49%
India

G20 Average

G20 Average

Source : Enerdata,2021
Emissions intensity of
the power sector:
5-year trend (2015 -2020)
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Let us take Action
Energy Swaraj Conference and Awards
Climate change is happening at an unprecedented
rate! Actions are also required at an unprecedented
rate. Are we taking enough action?
Energy Swaraj Foundation is
Swaraj Conference and Awards

launching

Energy

Energy Swaraj Conference, or what we call, the
Actions
for
Restoring
Environment
(ARE)
Conference will see world leaders coming on one
platform. At this conference, we will be asking all the
individuals, institutions and governments Are We
Taking Enough Actions? which is also the tagline of
the award. The conference deliberates on the actions
for the climate corrective actions and takes a much
bigger pledge in this direction.
If you are taking action, then you can participate in
Energy Swaraj Awards - an award that appreciates
outstanding contributions to energy conservation. The
Energy Swaraj Award will recognize the best examples
of individuals and entities that follow the AvoidMinimize-Generate (AMG) principle in their actions.
To register for the Energy Swaraj Conference &
Awards, visit https://energyswaraj.org/Actions

Important note :
Are you doing something about climate change? Write to us at
newsletter@energyswaraj.org to share your story on climate
change action that you have undertaken and we would publish it in
our next edition.

