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IPCC SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT
(AR6) - CLIMATE CHANGE 2022
OBSERVED IMPACTS OF THE CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE IPCC
A report from 67 scientists across the world has warned that the
adaptation to climate change impacts will become impossible unless the
world collectively acts to curb our greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
A few of the major observations in the IPCC have been listed below:
Human-induced climate change includes more frequent and intense
extreme events. This has caused widespread adverse impacts and
related losses and damages to nature and people, beyond natural
climate variability.
There have been some irreversible impacts due to the rise in weather
and climate extremes in the natural and human systems, pushing
them beyond their ability to adapt.
Meeting UN Sustainable Development Goals efforts have been
severely hindered due to climate change-induced reductions in food
and water security. Millions of people have been exposed to acute
food insecurity and reduced water security due to increasing weather
and climate extreme events
Many communities, especially indigenous peoples, small-scale food
producers, and low-income households have become more prone to
sudden losses in food security, thus exposing them to malnutrition
Most vulnerable amongst these communities are children, the
elderly, and pregnant women. It is important to note that roughly
half of the world’s population suffers from severe water scarcity for
some part of the year

“Between 2010 and 2020, human mortality from floods, droughts, and storms
was 15 times higher in highly vulnerable regions, compared to regions with
very low vulnerability”
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MORE TO CLIMATE CHANGE THAN
IT APPEARS ON THE SURFACE!
CLIMATE CHANGE AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Climate change has adversely affected the physical and mental health of
people.
Extreme heat events have resulted in human mortality and morbidity.
There has been a significant increase in the occurrence of climaterelated food-borne and water-borne diseases.
There have been respiratory problems due to the increased exposure
to wildfire smoke, atmospheric dust, and aeroallergens.
Some extreme weather events, such as tropical cyclones, have reduced
economic growth in the short run.
Individual livelihoods have been affected due to climate change
because of the changes in agricultural productivity, impact on human
health and food security, destruction of homes and infrastructure, and
loss of property and income.
This has resulted in adverse effects on gender and social equity,
adversely affecting the mental health of humans.
Displacement and involuntary migration from extreme weather and
climate events has generated and perpetuated vulnerability.
The vulnerability of ecosystems and people to climate change differs
substantially among and within regions, driven by patterns of
intersecting socioeconomic development, unsustainable ocean, and
land use

"The First IPCC Assessment Report (FAR) of IPCC was released in 1990 which
highlighted climate change as a global challenge, emphasizing the need for
international cooperation"
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IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE
WHAT ARE THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ACCORDING TO
THE LATEST IPCC REPORT?
We have been talking about human-induced climate change and its
impacts, but have we wondered what climate change's impacts are?
Here we list a few:

Increased heat-related human mortality

Increased drought-related tree loss.

Increased warm-water coral bleaching, and mortality,

Increase in tropical cyclones

Increase in heavy precipitation.

Sea-level rise

A rise in the areas burned by wildfires due to climate change
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CLIMATE CHANGE EVIDENCE!
MOUNTAINS ARE PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE
The IPCC has identified mountains as particularly vulnerable to climate
change impacts. The report highlights the vulnerability of the Hindu
Kush Himalayas. It is stipulated that this region will see more floods like
those in the Chamoli region of Uttarakhand last year. The report states
that the water of 10 major rivers that flow down from the Hindu Kush
Himalayas is changing, thus affecting the lives of 1.3 billion people in
Asia. This will also increase the propensity of malaria and dengue spread.

Image Source: India Today

ENERGY SWARAJ
FOUNDATION

PAGE 06

ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE
EXCERPTS FROM ADAPTION
The experts from India have also contributed to this report. Mr. Anjal
Prakash of the Hyderabad-based Indian School of Business and a lead
author of the report’s chapter on cities, settlements, and key
infrastructure has detailed how people in the cities can become more
adaptive to climate change. According to him Urban India is at much
greater risk; there has been 35% urban growth in 2015-20. There will be
600 million more Indians in urban India in the next 15 years.

He recommended that integrated, inclusive planning and investment in
everyday decision-making about urban infrastructure, including social,
ecological, and grey/physical infrastructures, can significantly increase
the adaptive capacity of urban and rural settlements.

He also pointed out that coastal cities like Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
Visakhapatnam, Puri, and Goa were especially vulnerable to sea-level
rise. In the future, coastal cities will play a significant role in climateresilient development.

This can be done through green buildings, reliable supplies of clean
water and renewable energy, and sustainable transport systems that
connect urban and rural areas can all lead to a more inclusive, fairer
society.
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ENERGY SWARAJ AWARDS
WE ARE ANNOUNCING ENERGY SWARAJ AWARDS
Energy Swaraj Foundation is launching Energy Swaraj Awards - an award
that appreciates outstanding contributions to energy conservation and
clean energy generation efforts to mitigate climate change.

The Energy Swaraj Awards will recognize the best examples of
individuals, organizations, industries, non-governmental organizations,
and government bodies that follow the Avoid-Minimize-Generate (AMG)
principle in their actions in adopting renewable energy towards
mitigating climate change and promoting sustainability. This edition of
awards is mainly considering the use of electrical energy.

Not only the past good work done by individuals or organizations are
eligible for awards if you have not yet taken any action in terms of
adopting AMG, it is not too late, you can still plan to take action in the
immediate future and apply for the Energy Swaraj awards.

For more updates, visit - https://energyswaraj.org/energy-swarajaward.php

A r e y o u d o i n g s o m e t h i n g f o r c l im a t e c h a n g e ? W r it e t o u s at
n e w s l e t t e r @ e n e r g y s w a r a j . o r g t o s h a r e y o u r s t o r y o n c li m at e
c h a n g e a c t i o n t h a t y o u h a v e u n d e r t a k e n a n d w e w o u ld p u b li s h
it in our next edition

